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A powerful Prussian army now not only formed the siege of
Mayence3 but even crossed the Rhine, and drove Custine from
Frankenthal and Landau to the lines of Wissembourg But
the Convention did not seem to recognize the weakness of
Custine's situation, and on March 14 decreed the union of
the Palatinate with France, and on the 30th the annexation of
eighty cities of Germany, including Mayence. At Chamb^ry
and Nice, Kellermann and Biron, who had succeeded Montes-
quiou and Anselme respectively, remained quietly in their
quarters and waited for further orders to advance into Italy.

The bad news from Belgium caused Danton and Lacroix
to be immediately despatched to Dumouriez' head-quarters.
There they found him most dissatisfied with the conduct of
the Convention in not supporting him, and decidedly inclined
to make good his repulse from Holland by a success in Paris
itself. Danton and Lacroix hurried back to report to the Con-
vention, and on his arrival, on March 8, Danton made one of
his great speeches on the state of the country " Experience
teaches that it is in the midst of dangers,1' he cried,( that
France shows all her energy. The moment has arrived when
you must say to France: if you fly not to the assistance of
your brethren in Belgium, if Dumouriez is surrounded in
Holland, if his army is obliged to capitulate, incalculable evils
will follow. . . . Dumouriez unites to the genius of the
general the art of encouraging the soldier. We have heard
the beaten army call aloud for him History will judge of
his talents, his passions, and his vices; but what is certain
is, that he is interested in the splendour of the Republic. Let
him only be supported, and he will know how to make our
enemies repent their first successes," x

On the next day the first great effort was made to form
what was afterwards to be the chief engine of the Terror, the
Revolutionary Tribunal. The creation of a new and powerful
tribunal with special powers was proposed by Carrier and
strongly opposed by Lanjuinais, who had been successful in
the previous November in overthrowing the tribunal of
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